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INTERNATIONAL WOMEN’S CLUB of ROME 

2016-2017 Social Year  in … 11  pages 

 

_____________________________________________________OCTOBER  

 

 October Monthly Meeting Casa dell’Aviatore- Viale dell’Università 20  

 Programme – Enrolling in the Club and presentation of the Groups.  

 

 Welcome address 

by President 

Santina Bruni 

Cuoco, centred on 

the programme of 

the Social Year 

2016-2017 

 
 

 
 

 

_________________________________________________________NOVEMBER 

Monthly Meeting November 18th 2016 at Casa dell’Aviatore 

 

Programme: Hamlet  between Theatre and Literature 

An encounter with the Danish prince through the pages written by writer Francesco D’Alfonso and 

the interpretation by Andrea Bloise, an actor in “The Jongleur Theatre Company” in Salerno. 

 

 
 

Francesco D’Alfonso, from 

Calabria, an expert in 

communication and history, is 

the author of essays concerning 

his forefather Nicolò D’Alfonso,  

among which is the one that is at 

the center of our meeting. 

Andrea Bloise, from Campania, 

is an expert in communication 

and an actor in “The Jongleur 

Theatre Company” in Salerno. 

In the picture he features as 

Hamlet in the performance 

which was staged at Castello 

Arechi in Salerno last year. 
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Tuesday November 22
nd

 Japanese Cultural Institute______________________________________ 

Discovering Japan 

Tuesday November 22
nd

 we will meet at Istituto di Cultura Giapponese for a visit to its garden and to admire 

the itinerant exhibition of the Japanese Doll, of great aesthetic, philosophical and religious significance. 

  
 

 

 

 

A few views of the garden, ...Some exemplars of 

the dolls that we will see….Some Ikebana 

compositions...Our forthcoming appointment 

with Japanese philosophy and aesthetics  

GROUPS 

Cooking in&out 

 The meeting of the Cooking Grpoup In & Out took place  at Dao the Chinese Restaurant where a special 

tasting of Chinese cuisine had been prepared. 

Financial Education 

First meeting of the new Group, leaded by  Katia Congedo. 

Literature 

Owing to an inpediment of Renate Roth, our  speaker according to the programme, the Group met on 

November 23rd  at  the home of the Group Leader Maria Letizia Baldi for a friendly encounter among Club 

members. 

Music 

The Music Group programme coincided with the direction notes concerning the opera “Tosca” by Giacomo 

Puccini that the Group leader Nella Cirinnà produced at “Teatro dell’Angelo”. 

Conversation Groups 

The English, French and Spanish Conversation Groups met at their respective customary meeting places to 

examine literary pages or to talk about issues of current affairs. 
 

MEMBERSHIP  

On November 23rd a Mass Service was held at the Argentinian Church on Piazza Buenos Aires in 

commemoration of those Club members who are no longer with us.  
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______________________________________________________DECEMBER_     

 

Monthly Meeting for a Christmas 

December 13 th 2016Dinner Meeting 
 

 

Programme: “Joyful Harmonies”, a medley of musical passages presented by soprano Margherita 

Amato, accompanied by pianist Sara Germanotta. There was also a A small exhibition offered by 

Biancamaria’s niece Azzurra Lucibelli with her “At last”.  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

  

THE GROUPS_____________________________________________________________ 
 

 

Literature  

At the home of Renate Roth the hostess presented Elena Ferrante’s novel “The brilliant friend” 
 

 

Greck Dances  

A Course on Greek Dances that is going to start on Thursday December 7
th
 for a free trial at the home of 

Liliana Rivabella who, according to the famous spirit of “Coffee in the Kitchen” (Newsletter of January 20 

14) has placed her drawing-room at our disposal to enjoy watching us tripping to the sound of “buzuchi”. At 

the home of Liliana Rivabella.  
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__________________________________________________________JANUARY  

Monthly Meeting January 25th 2017 at Hotel Polo 

Programme: In the course of the development of the cycle on Holistic Wellness a Conference on 

Therapeutical Fasting and Proper Feeding was held by Vice-President Daniela Mihu and  our 

member Palmyre Ferocino , both medical doctors. 

 

   
 

THE GROUPS 

ART 

On January 26th 2017 the Group met at Palazzo Braschi for a visit of the Exhibition of Artemisia 

Gentileschi’s paintings. 
 

Cooking In & Out.  

On January 12th the Group met at the Greek Tavern “Ouzeri” to taste the typical Greek specialties 

of the restaurant and for the  traditional “Cutting of the Vassilopita” at the beginning of the New 

Year. The meeting was preceded by a Lesson on Greek Dances held by our teacher Giulia Acciaroli 
 

 

LITERATURE On January 30th the Group met at the home of the Group Leader Maria Letizia Baldi. 

Our member Antonella Rossi Battioni entertained  members on the novel “Fine Writing” by the Spanish 

writer Rafael Chirbes, published by Feltrinelli in 2016 

  

_________________________________________________________FEBRUARY 

Monthly Meeting on Thursday February 23rd 2017 at Casa dell’Aviatore 

PROGRAMME…..A Lecture on “China in 2017: scenarios and economic, touring and social  

perspectives”, held by rDr. Luisa Paladini, Administrator of Ding Li School in Rome 
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THE GROUPS 

Decoration 

On Februart 15th the Group met at Maria Manfredi’s home to learn Kumihimo, a Japanese string 

twisting technique. 

 

Financial Education 

The Group met at Casa dell’Aviatore on February 24th  in order to inquire into such concepts as  

Individual Savings Plans, Protection Plans (Life, Medical,Life Policies) and Insurance Box (fiscal 

and inheritance advantages). 

 

Literature/Social Hour Group 

The Group met on February 27th at Gertrud Wiedmer’s Home.The hostess entertained her guests on 

the Charity Projects that the Lutheran Church carries out in Rome and in Italy, of which she is 

National Coordinator. 

 

Music Group 

The Group met on February 21st at the home of the Group leader Nella Cirinnà in norder to listen to 

a piano concert held by young pianist Evita Zaccaria, who is the daughter of our member Tatiana 

Baiankina. 

  

Cooking In & Out 

The Group met at te home of Erika Fodrè in order to spend  the afternoon of Shrove Tuesday 

together, wearing masks and tasting various national and regional specialties. 

 

 

 

1980 

 

 

 

                          2017 
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__ ________________________________________________________MARCH 

Monthly Meeting on Wednesday 22nd at Hotel Polo 

PROGRAMME:  Annual Assembly for the approval of the 2015-2016 Balance, of the 2016-2017 Budget 

and the presentation of candidacies for the renewal of the Executive Committee. 

 Beside the 2015-2016 Balance and  the 2016-2017 Budget, the Assembly also unanimously approved a few 

proposals that the Committee had already approved, the first of which concerns greater flexibility in 

accepting prospective members. In accordance with what happens in the other I.W.C. in the world and is 

already de facto happening in our Club, our Club needs to become one that welcomes new members at all 

times of the social year , although complying with defined formalities. The second proposal concerns the 

introduction of Honorary Members in our Rules, foreign Ambassadresses accredited in Italy and Italian 

Ambassadresses who have returned to the country.  

The third proposal is that of opening our monthly meetings with a "Welcome Coffee" to be served at the 

moment of welcoming quests and closing the meeting with a lunch that is part of the programme as a 

convivial encounter but is however optional. During the meeting we received the first candidatures for the 

renewal of offices in the Executive Committee for the coming two-year period 

 

   
 

SPECIAL  EVENTS 
On Saturday March 4th at La Cometa theatre the charity show “An Italian in Paris” by and with Gennaro 

Cannavacciuolo was held in favour of the populations smitten by the earthquakes. 
The proceeds of the evening, which was also organized with a contribution from the I.W.C. of Rome, 

were devoted to the town of Sermentino and delivered to the mayor, who attended the evening. 
 

On Tuesday March 7th there took place at the Officers’  Club of the Italian Armed Forces in Villa 

Savorgnan di Brazzà a Convention that   our Club calso ontributed to promoting within the scope of 

C.N.D.I. (National Council of Italian Women). In the course of the Round Table Session, which was 

animated by scholars and exponents of diplomacy there were debated themes concerning the female 

condition in the light of the new international scenarios with particular reference to migrations. 
 

On March 8th in Villa Sciarra Gulistan Khamzayeva, wife of the Ambassador of the Republic of 

Kazakhstan to the Quirinale and our active member for many years, before her husband was transferred 

to Brussels in 2013 presented the book that she wrote, whose title is “The silk curtain”, in which she also 

recalls the years that she spent in the I.W.C. of Rome. 

 

THEGROUPS 

 

The Walking Group  and the Art Group met  on April 27th in Villa Torlonia. An  interesting exhibition 

on Owls was visited, located  in the famous Owls’House of the Villa, in itself considered an eminent 
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example of Liberty architectural style in Rome. The Owls exhibited were realized in different, fanciful 

materials.  

The Music Group met at the home of the Group Leader Nella Cirinnà on April 20th. Toys was the theme 

of the meeting. There were shown videos  drawn from cartoons, and fables, set to music by famous 

musicians, from Chaikowskij to Debussy, from Haydn to Bizet… 

The Financial Education Group met on April 28th, on April 19th Claudia Chianese’s stimulating Atelier 

was visited  and on April 6th Micol Fontana’s Foundatin was visited , in whose archives there is kept the 

important collection of High Fashion creations realized between the  Fifties and the Nineties  of the 20th 

century…  

The French Conversation Group met on 24th, the Spanish Conversation Group met on April 10th. The 

English Conversation Group met at the home of Caron De Vico. 

 
  

 

 

___________________________________________________________APRIL 

MONTHLY MEETING. April 26
th
 2017 - House of the Deputation of the European Commission in Italy 

PROGRAMME    Conference: ”At 60 years from the signing of the Treaties, which future for Europe?” 

 

Wednesday 26th, a Monthly Meeting of institutional and international standing. A Conference organized at 

the House of the Italian Deputation of the European Commission on Via IV November, animated by a 

substantial parterre of  institutional speakers  on an issue of great current interest, which included references 

to the past, the present and the future of Europe.   
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 SPECIAL EVENTS 

 

Thursday April 6th A visit to "Micol Fontana Foundation” 

  

 

.  

Last April 6th at Via San 

Sebastianello for a visit to 

"Micol Fontana 

Foundation". 

A photo of our group with 

Mrs. Micol granddaughters. 

A parade of the wonderful 

dresses that the Atelier is 

proud of with the photos of 

the women who had the 

honour to wear them. 

 

 

 

 

 

 APRIL 8  Hanami  Event at Orto Botanico 
 

Although we were not 

many we kept our 

appointment at Botanical 

Gardens for the Hanami 

event. Being mixed with an 

unexpected crowd in a 

Japanese garden full of 

charm we admired the 

beauty of the cherry trees 

while reading the 

thousand  "tanzaku"  

(poetic strips) waving in 

the wind, bearing "haiku" 

devoted to the cherry trees.   
 

 

 

The  Groups 

 

LITERATURE 

The Literature Group met at the home of our former member Bruna Lomazzi. The Group 

Leader Maria Letizia Baldi introduced the historical and literary figure of the Russian  poetess Anna 

Achmatova (1889-1966) and read Italian translations of poems belonging to the following Collections: 

“Plantain”, “White Flight”,,  “Anno Domini”, “The Rush”, “Requiem”. 

 

 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

Editing Staff 

Santina Bruni Cuoco, Maria Letizia Baldi, Laura Fugalli 

Corresponding Secretary  

Maria Letizia Baldi 

 

 



9 

 

May 17th2017  Montly Meeting. - Villa Savorgnan di Brazzà – Armed Forces Officer’s Club 

“Election Day” 

 Executive Committee  2017-2019 

 

 
 

 

A few moments of 

the handing over 

ceremony. 

In the symbolic relais 

the baton is a red rose 

that is being offered 

by the expiring 

Committee members 

to the incoming ones. 

 

 

The new Executive Commitee 

Erika Fodrè (President) 

Gertrud Wiedmer (Vicepresident) 

Katia Congedo (Treasurer) 

Mariella Merenda 

(Recording Secretary) 

Maria Letizia Baldi 

 (Corresponding Secretary) 
 

It will officially come into office 

on July Ist. 

 

 

 

 
The Electoral Committee, formed by Renate 

Roth, Ingrid Dijkers, Mariella Sansalvadore, 

Patricia Bouchez, at work in electoral operations 
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THE TRIP TO ATHENS 

May 2017 - from Monday 22 to Thursday 25  

 

 

 

Here is the 

harmonious small 

group of 

excursionists: 

Renate, Santina, 

Mara, Biancamaria, 

Paola, Stefania, 

Ingrid. 

The photographer 

is Filippo Lucibelli, 

who participated in 

this splendid trip.  

 
Biancamaria and Filippo celebrated their 50th wedding 

anniversary with us. 

 
 

 

 
 

 
Touring Aegina Island by coach. On 

the right Syntagma Square and the little 

church of Ermou Street, close to our 

Hotel. 

 

 

At International Women's Club of Athens 

General Meeting. The moment of introductions 

and of presents....With a group of members. 

 

At the home of Tasoula Papakirillou, past 

President of  WIC of Athens. A charming 

evening with  president Rania Koulokakos, 

with Honorary President, 

BelgiumAmbassadress, and other WIC 
members. 
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_______________________________________________                           JUNE_ 

 

MONTHLY MEETING. Wednesday June 14th 2017  Hotel Parco dei Principi 

Programme:  Social Year Closing Dinner.  

It was a merry evening, made lively by the delicate,charming notes of pianist Gianni Rossini, interspersed with 

enjoyable surprises. At the moment of the Aperitif a fashion parade of caftans, proposed by our member Vichi 

Ciccarese, captured the attention of the ladies who were present.  

  

There was then the unexpected moment  of the delivery of presents for members of te Comittee and the Group leaders , 

tokens of thanks for their engagement and the work that they carried out. In between courses the very beautiful and 

skilful Bolliwood dancer Ambili Abraham materialized, who performed a few dances while a few of us lent themselves 

to make her corps de ballet!  

 
  

And finally our teacher of Greek dances, Giulia Acciaroli, alone danced a “Kassapico”, the dance that underlies 

famous“Sirtaki”and that carried us away in two dances of the “nisiotic” tradition (belonging to the culture of the Greek 

islands) whose rhythm is syncopated and easy to follow. 

 
 

 Then there was a 

toast to the I.W.C of 

Rome and to the new 

Committee that is 

going to take over 

the rein of the Club 

as of July 1st and an 

exchange of 

greetings in view of 

the summer that is 

now round the 

corner. 

____________________________________________________________SBC/MLB_____________ 


